
Order of Service

Call to Worship:
“Jesus said: All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations.”

Hymn 264 “Jesus, the name high over all”

Prayer of Praise (including silence)
Prayer of Confession (including the following response)
Leader: Lord, in your love,
All: Forgive us, we pray
The Lord’s Prayer

Hymn 526 “It passeth knowledge, that dear love of thine”

Introduction

Reading: 2 Kings 5:1-14
The Story of Norman
	(“If only my master would see the prophet”)

Hymn 315 “God’s spirit is in my heart (Go tell everyone)”

Reading: Luke 10:25-37
The Story of Samantha
	(“Which of these three do you think was a neighbour?”)

Reading: Acts 2:44-47
The Story of Faith
	(“enjoying the favour of all the people”)



Reflection
As we sit quietly and allow God to speak in our thoughts, the following questions may be helpful.

1. Naaman’s servant girl had a genuine concern for her master’s well-being. Is our own motive for outreach based primarily on our concern for others?

2. Naaman felt out of place in a foreign land. How do we make strangers feel comfortable if they happen to come into our territory?

3. The background and beliefs of the Samaritan were of little importance to the man who fell among thieves. If we help people without them knowing what we believe, is that a wasted opportunity?

4. Society was impressed by the way the early disciples lived. Is there anything about our lifestyle which might make others sit up and take notice?

Hymn 776 “Make me a channel of your peace”

Offertory and Offertory Prayer

Prayer of dedication
Let us accept the commission of Jesus to go and make disciples as we pray together:

Help us, Lord, to be faithful witnesses to you and to your love.
Remind us of the difference you have made in our lives.
Remind us of how you long to heal and help others.
Remind us that the world needs to know your love.
Then send us out, Lord, to be your hands and your voice.

Give us such a compassion for others that we will long for their health and well-being.
Give us such a love for others that we will cheerfully go out of our way to help them.
Give us such a desire for holiness that we will dare to be different.
Give us such a joy in you that we will live life to the full.
Show us when and where we can love others.
Prompt us to speak the right words at the right time.
Keep us faithful to you in all things.

Lord, you want the whole world to know your love.
Help us to spread your love to our neighbours,
our neighbourhood and our world.
Amen.

Prayers for others (including the following response)
Leader: Your kingdom come.
All: Your will be done.

Hymn 774 “Lord, thy church on earth is seeking”

Blessing
(all turn to face outwards – each person facing the nearest wall – and say together...)

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us, and with all people, now and evermore. Amen.

Leader: Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.
All: In the name of Christ, Amen.













“Go and Make Disciples”










A service of readings, stories, prayers and reflection,
focusing on the impact that Christians have on others.




(your church name here)

(time and date of service here)


Prayer of Adoration

Lord Jesus, as we your followers gather in your presence, we hear once again your great command, that we should go and make disciples of all nations. But we cannot convince others of what we don’t yet know ourselves. So here and now we pray for a greater understanding of your power and your love.

It was your love for us which led you on the path of suffering and death. It was to give us life in all its fullness that you laid down your own life. Your sacrifice has broken the power of sin and revealed the depth of your love.

And now all authority in heaven and on earth is yours. God our Father has raised you from the dead and seated you at his right hand. You, Jesus Christ, are the victorious conqueror, the mighty Prince of Peace, the King of kings and Lord of lords. Your living presence and your mighty works reveal your glory and your power.

Come into our midst now, Lord Jesus. Reveal to us once again the depth of your love and the height of your power. Here in the stillness of our hearts and the silence of our worship, show to us yourself, so that we may praise you as we ought.

(silence – at least 30 seconds)

Lord Jesus, we have only begun to glimpse the greatness of your power and the wonder of your love. But even a glimpse is enough for us to lift our hearts to you in adoration. To you be praise and glory now and for ever.

Amen.


Offertory Prayer

In thanks for all you have given us, Lord, we give to you our worship and praise, our hearts and lives, our time and our treasure. Accept all we offer and use it to the glory of your name. Amen.


Prayer of Dedication

Let us accept the commission of Jesus to go and make disciples as we pray together:

Help us, Lord, to be faithful witnesses to you and to your love.
Remind us of the difference you have made in our lives.
Remind us of how you long to heal and help others.
Remind us that the world needs to know your love.
Then send us out, Lord, to be your hands and your voice.

Give us such a compassion for others that we will long for their health and well-being.
Give us such a love for others that we will cheerfully go out of our way to help them.
Give us such a desire for holiness that we will dare to be different.
Give us such a joy in you that we will live life to the full.
Show us when and where we can love others.
Prompt us to speak the right words at the right time.
Keep us faithful to you in all things.

Lord, you want the whole world to know your love.
Help us to spread your love to our neighbours, our neighbourhood and our world.
Amen.

Prayer of Confession

Let us confess our sins to God, in the assurance that he loves us and will forgive our sins.

Lord God, we have failed to love you as we should. We have left you on the fringes of our lives rather than enthroned you at the centre. We have been lukewarm in our commitment and feeble in our witness.

Lord, in your love,
Forgive us, we pray.

We have failed to love your world as we should. We have squandered its limited resources on our own selfish pleasures. We have closed our ears to the cries of the poor and downtrodden. We have refused to take seriously the need to change our lifestyle for the good of others.

Lord, in your love,
Forgive us, we pray.

We have failed to love our neighbours as we should. We have spoken cruel words. We have neglected those in need. We have found it easier to pass by on the other side than to pause and offer a helping hand. We have not been shining examples of your love in action.

Lord, in your love,
Forgive us, we pray.


We have failed to love ourselves as we should. We have abused our own bodies. We have not developed the gifts you have given us. We have wasted our time and energies on unworthy activities. We have neglected to nourish our souls. We have failed to be the people you intend us to be.

Lord, in your love,
Forgive us, we pray.

The Lord hears our prayer and, as always, offers us the assurance of his love, his blessing and his forgiveness.
Thanks be to God.
Amen.




Introduction

Jesus said “Go and make disciples of all nations.”
But how do we go about that?
The theme of today’s service is the impact that we as Christians have on the lives of those around us.

We will listen to three passages from the Bible, each followed by a fictitious story. These stories are examples of how the ideas in the Bible might be relevant in today’s society. In each case the point of view is the person who has been affected by the words or actions of others.

After the three stories there will be a chance to reflect quietly on some of the issues raised.




Invitation to Reflect

As you heard those stories, what were your thoughts and feelings? Challenge? Encouragement? Disagreement? Frustration? Inspiration?

As we sit quietly and reflect on what God is saying to each of us, the order of service has some questions to prompt your thoughts. But if your mind is already active, then ignore the questions and allow God to lead your thoughts and open your mind to what he wants to say.

(allow 2 or 3 minutes of reflection with some appropriate background music)




Prayers for Others

(The following prayers are from the Methodist Worship Book. Whether you use these or other words, don’t forget to include local concerns, people in specific need and current issues.)

In faith let us pray to God our Father,
in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ,
and in the power of the Holy Spirit.

God of love, we pray for the life of your Church throughout the world . . . May every congregation be a community of love and every Christian a witness to your grace. Renew all who worship in this place that we may be a living fellowship in your Spirit and serve our neighbourhood.

Your kingdom come.
Your will be done.

God of mercy, we pray for the life of the world . . . and for those who exercise power . . . Show us how to live as members of the human family; to reject the ways of war; to bear each other’s burdens and to work together for justice and peace.

Your kingdom come.
Your will be done.

God of compassion, we pray for those who are ill or anxious at home or in hospital . . . We pray for those whose lives are filled with fear and despair . . . Draw near with your saving love and bring healing and hope.

Your kingdom come.
Your will be done.

God of glory, we rejoice in the communion of saints; we remember all who have faithfully lived and all who have died in Christian hope, especially . . . Help us to follow their example and bring us with them into the fullness of your eternal joy.

Your kingdom come.
Your will be done.

Merciful God,
you have prepared for those who love you
such good things as pass our understanding;
pour into our hearts such love towards you
that we, loving you above all things,
may obtain your promises,
which exceed all that we can desire;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



NOTES

This service was designed to be led by members of a local congregation in the absence of an accredited preacher, but please adapt it to your own circumstances.
For example, there is no mention of notices – put these in wherever is usual. The service does not take into account the presence of children – if an all-age message is appropriate, it will need to be added to the order of service. (One possibility appears as an appendix following these notes.)

The hymn numbers are from “Hymns and Psalms” but can be substituted for the numbers in your own hymnbook – or for different hymns entirely.

ORDER OF SERVICE:

The first two pages of this document are intended to be printed off and duplicated so that each member of the congregation has an order of service. The pages are designed to be printed on both sides of an A4 sheet which is then folded in half. Large print editions can be produced using four sides of A4 instead.

Don’t forget to make any changes to the order of service – especially to the very basic ‘title page’ – before duplicating.  

GETTING PEOPLE INVOLVED:

Divide the prayers and readings between as many people as are available. With a small congregation some readers may have to do more, but I suggest that you have a change of reader between the Bible passage and the story which immediately follows.
For example – with only two possible readers, one person could read the three stories and the other could lead the rest of the service.

With three readers, one could read the stories, one the Bible passages and one the prayers.
The story of Samantha will make most sense if read by an older lady.

Ask those who read the stories not to announce a title, but just to launch in with the opening line.

It goes without saying that all readers should speak clearly, loudly, slowly and into the microphone. The stories especially need to be well practised if they are to come across effectively.

OTHER PREPARATION NEEDED:

I have left it to you to find some quiet music for reflection. It can be played by the organist (or this may be an opportunity for involving another instrumentalist) or from a recording. Aside from it being only 2 or 3 minutes long, my only other advice would be to avoid anything with a recognisable melody. The idea is not for the music to draw attention to itself, but to create a quiet reflective atmosphere so that the congregation can focus on what God may be saying to them.

In the prayers for others, feel free to use your own words and ideas, but don’t forget local concerns, specific people in need and current issues. If you need a framework for the prayers, then the above suggestion is from the Methodist Worship Book. If using other prayers, then the response in the order of service should be changed or removed.




Appendix – Suggestion for All-Age Message

If you are stuck for ideas for an all-age message, there is an old story which fits the theme of outreach. Here is my version. If you know a different version, use the one you are familiar with. Whatever version you tell, try to do it without the script.

Once upon a time there was a young man called Fred who wanted to be a vicar, so off he went to vicar training college. He enjoyed learning about the Bible and how to lead services and help people in need. The only thing he didn’t enjoy was the thought of having to preach a sermon.

The college held a service each week at which one of the trainee vicars had to preach. When it came to Fred’s turn he spent the whole week before worrying about what he was going to say. The problem was he couldn’t think of anything. He read his Bible and prayed for inspiration, but when the day of the service came he still hadn’t thought of anything worth saying, so he came up with a plan.

The weekly service went well up to the point where Fred took his place in the pulpit ready to preach the sermon. He looked out across his fellow students and asked them, “Do you know what I’m going to say?” They all answered, “No” and Fred said “Well, you won’t know what you’ve missed then.” He announced the next hymn, came down from the pulpit and ran back to his room.

A few moments later there was a knock on the door. It was the college principle. “Now then, trainee vicar Fred,” he said. “That wasn’t a very good sermon, was it? You will have to preach again next week, and this time I expect something better.”

But despite racking his brains, Fred still couldn’t think of anything, so when it came to the sermon he asked the same question as before - “Do you know what I’m going to say?” All the other students didn’t want him getting out of a sermon again, so this time they all said, “Yes”. “In that case,” said Fred, “I don’t need to bother saying it.” He announced the next hymn, came down from the pulpit and ran back to his room.

A few moments later there was a knock on the door. It was the college principle. “Now then, trainee vicar Fred,” he said. “That still wasn’t a very good sermon, was it? You’ve got one more chance next week. If you don’t preach a good sermon I shall start to wonder if you were really cut out to be a vicar.”

Fred was worried sick about having to preach a third time, especially when he still couldn’t think of anything to say. But the week went by and far too soon Fred found himself in the pulpit once again. For the third time he asked, “Do you know what I’m going to say?” This time the students had decided to give both answers, so some of them said “yes” and some said “no.” “Well,” said Fred, “those who know tell those who don’t.” He announced the next hymn, came down from the pulpit and ran back to his room.

A few moments later there was a knock on the door. It was the college principle. “Now then, trainee vicar Fred,” he said. “That was one of the best sermons I’ve heard. A bit short maybe, but a simple powerful message. Those who know tell those who don’t. We all need reminding that those of us who know Jesus as our friend and saviour should tell those who don’t.”



